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ORDER OF EXERCISES 

AT THE OPENING OF THE NEW BUILDING 
OF THE 

Providence Public Library, 

Thursday, the Fifteenth Day of March, 
Nineteen Hundred, 
AT ELEk'EN O'CLOCK. 



INVOCATION 
Rt. Rev. Thomas March Clark, D. D. 

Overture to Orpheus .... Offenbach 

REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE 

ADDRESS 
Hon. Thomas Durfee 

President 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Gems from the Operas 

ADDRESS 
Mr. Willam E. Foster 

Librarian 

Cavalleria Rusticana . . . . Mascagni 

ADDRESS 
Mr. Arnold Green 

of Board of Trustees 

Singing — "America " By the Audience 

BENEDICTION 
Rt. Rev. Matthew Harkins, D. D. 



America 



My country, 'tis of thee, 
Sweet land of Liberty, 

Of thee I sing ; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrim's pride. 
From every mountain side 

Let freedom ring. 



Our fathers' God to thee, 
Author of Liberty, 
To thee we sing ; 
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom's holy light ; 
Protect us by thy might. 
Great God, our King. 



John T. Blodgett 
H. Martin Brown 
Robert P. Brown 
Augustus W. Calder 
WUliam H. Dart 



HENRY V. A. JOSLIN, Chief Usher 
Assistant Ushers 

Louis T. Foster 
Howard M. Grant 
John F. Greene 
Frank L. Hinckley 
Bertrand J. Horton 
Henry B. Rose 



George H. Huddy 
Howard W. Jencks 
John D. E. Jones 
Elmer H. Kinnicutt 
Russell M. Knight 
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INVOCATION. 



Written by Rt. Rev. Thomas March Clark, D, D. 
Read by Rt. Rev. William Nelson McVickar, D. D. 



Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, who know- 
est our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in ask- 
ing, we invoke Thy blessing upon this building which we 
desire, in Thy name, to dedicate to the general diffusion 
of useful knowledge among all classes and conditions of 
men. 

We thank Thee that Thou hast put it into the hearts 
of Thy people to erect this edifice for the noble purposes 
to which it is to be devoted and we would especially rec- 
ognize, at this time, the munificence of Thy good servant 
whose liberal contributions have enabled us to bring to its 
completion the beautiful and spacious structure in which 
we are assembled. 

We trust that the privileges which it offers may tend 
to the general elevation of our citizens and lift them up 
to a higher plane of culture — while it may also serve to 
rescue the young from debasing amusements and waste 
of time in the haunts of vice and corruption. May it lead 
our citizens to study with care the wonderful manifesta- 
tions of God's creative power in all the works of nature ; 
to become interested in the higher branches of science 
and literature ; — with the dealings of divine Providence 
in gradually lifting the human race from the lowest forms 
of barbarism to the lofty heights of our modern civiliza- 
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tion, and in the reverent study of the character of God, \ 

as revealed to us in the person of His son. May we not 
believe that for countless generations to come, there will 
be multitudes who will have occasion to thank God and 
to bless the founders of this library for the establishing 
of such an edifice as this in the heart of our city, and we 
once more ask Thee, Oh God, to give to it Thy benedic- 
tion. 

We also beseech our Father in Heaven to counsel and 
direct the Governor of this commonwealth, the Mayor of 
our city and all others in authority. May they administer 
our public affairs with a pure and simple regard to the 
best interests of the people whom they are elected to 
serve, so that our state and city may ever continue to per- 
petuate the purity of purpose which prompted the origi- 
nal founders of Rhode Island and the Providence Planta- 
tions to establish a Christian settlement on the shores of 
Narragansett Bay. 

Hear us. Oh God, in Heaven Thy dwelling place, and 
bless us abundantly in all temporal and spiritual things; ,.i 

all which we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord j 

and Saviour. Amen. * \ 

• \ 

I 

Music. 



J 
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REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE. 



Read by Edward I. Nickkrson, Secretary. 



Providence, R. L, March 15, 1900. 

Hon, Thomas Durfee, President, Providence Public 
Library, Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir : For ten years the Trustees of this Library 
struggled with the problem of how to secure a permanent 
home. The time is too short to refer to the various sug- 
gestions and plans proposed. Finally the present site was 
secured at a cost of $88,000, and the erection of a partial 
and inadequate building begun. Before its completion 
the Trustees were highly gratified to receive the follow- 
ing letter: 

" Cannes, France, February 4, 1897. 
To the Trustees of the Providetice Public Library : 

Gentlemen : For the purpose of enabling you to erect the entire 
building for the Providence Public Library, I will give two hundred 
thousand dollars, to be paid in instalments from time to time, as may 
be convenient to me. 

I ask that this sum be expended on the structure and that the heat- 
ing, lighting, plumbing, shelving and furnishing be paid for from other 
funds at your disposal. 

Yours very faithfully, 

(Signed) John Nicholas Brown.*' 
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Upon receipt of Mr. Brown's letter, the Building Com- 
mittee were authorized to proceed to the erection of the 
entire building. Finding it necessary to increase the size 
and make many changes from the original plan, the cost 
has been very much increased. Mr, Brown has very gen- 
erously met this added cost by making the amount he 
pays for the structure two hundred and sixty-eight thou- 
sand five hundred and ninety-five dollars and seventy-five 
cents ($268,595.75). 

The land, buildings, fittings and furnishings represent 
an investment of $475,000.00 without interest. 

To erect and furnish this building, based on prices pre- 
vailing to-day, would require an additional sum of fifty to 
sixty thousand dollars. 

The untiring attention of Librarian Foster to all the 
details of interior arrangement, combined with the skill of 
the architects, Messrs. Stone, Carpenter & Willson, (notably 
the senior member, who has devoted an unusual amount 
of valuable time,) assisted by the Building Committee^ 
now enables the Trustees of the Providence Public Li- 
brary to offer for the use of the citizens of Providence, a 
complete, convenient and beautiful structure, well adapted 
to our city's requirements and without cost to the city. 

Yours very truly, 

Nicholas Sheldon, 
(Signed) Newton D. Arnold, 

Cornelius S. Sweetland, 

Building Committee. 
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ADDRESS. 



Hon. Thomas Durfee, President. 



Ladies and Gentlemen: The opening of a perma- 
nent home for the Providence Public Library naturally 
awakens curiosity m regard to its past history and its 
present condition. I have been asked to furnish informa- 
tion in these respects. Its history is a story of gradual 
progress under constantly recurring embarassments, re- 
lieved, ever and anon, by timely benefactions. It would 
be full of interest if it could be fully told. I have time 
to present only an outline of its more important facts and 
features. 

The Library, in its corporate capacity, came into exist- 
ence under an act, in pursuance of which it was " to erect 
and maintain" "a building suitable for, and to provide the 
same with, a Free Library, Art Gallery, Museum of Natu- 
ral Histor}% and collections and apparatus of the various 
departments of literature, art, agriculture and science ; 
also to promote the diffusion of useful knowledge in all 
such departments. And to this end," it proceeded, " said 
building shall be planned to accommodate," "both in respect 
to library and society requirements, and a hall for public 
lectures, the following societies," namely: "The Provi- 
dence Franklin Society ; The Rhode Island Society for 
the Encouragement of Domestic Industry ; The Franklin 
Lyceum; The Providence Association of Mechanics and 
Manufacturers; The Rhode Island Horticultural Society, 
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and such other societies as said Trustees may admit into 
said Building," — power being given to lease the rooms so 
furnished and apply the rent to the purchase of books for 
the library. The design was magnificent, if feasible. 

The act was passed by the General Assembly at its 
January Session, 1871, at the request of John R. Bartlett 
and others, and presumably with the concurrence of the 
five societies before named, since committees representing 
them soon met (June. 15, 1871) to consider how they 
could best carry the act into effect. At their meeting, 
after much encouraging conference, a committee was 
appointed to prepare a pamphlet to be printed with the 
act, for circulation. At the next meeting, November 14, 
1 87 1, the pamphlet, showing the great advantages to 
accrue from carrying out the act, was presented, ready for 
use, — five hundred copies having been put in print, — and 
was formally received. At this point an incident occurred, 
better calculated to strengthen confidence than either 
spoken or printed words. In the previous meeting Mr. 
Joseph A. Barker, of the Providence FrankHn Society, a 
man of moderate means, strongly emphasized some hope- 
ful words, which he uttered, with a pledge of ten thou- 
sand dollars for the enterprise ; and, at the meeting then in 
session, *' having come to the conclusion," as he informed 
his associates, " that he could not better dispose of a por- 
tion of his little property than by giving it for a free 
library," he promised fifteen thousand dollars more, on 
condition that seventy-five thousand dollars should be 
contributed by others, and that the city should give a lot 
for the building. This offer was greeted with enthusi- 
astic applause, and it was voted that a committee be 
appointed to solicit subscriptions on the basis of it, and 
also that the Board of Trade should be invited to coop- 



PROVIDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY 7 

erate in the work, which the Board subsequently con- 
sented to do. Mr, Barker's prompt and inspiriting action 
has gained for him a foremost place among the benefac- 
tors of the library. He did not have to pay the fifteen 
thousand dollars, the city never having given the lot ; but 
he paid the ten thousand first pledged, and again ten thou- 
sand, subscribed on a condition performed to his satisfac- 
tion; and, but for monetary reverses, would have con- 
tinued his bounty. 

The enthusiasm manifested at these meetings seemed 
to foreshadow an early success ; but the times, owing to 
business depression, were unpropitious, and men were 
reluctant to subscribe. The charter or act of incorpora- 
tion was accepted by the contributors November 13, 1874^ 
The charter provided that the corporation should be con- 
stituted of the Mayor of the city, ex-officio, and of such 
others as should each contribute not less than ten thou- 
sand dollars, together with such as should be elected by 
the contributors at such time as the trustees should name. 
It appeared that three ten thousand dollar subscriptions 
had been made, namely: one by Alexander Duncan and 
wife, one by William S. Slater, and the third by Mrs. 
Anna Richmond. Mr. Slater being present in person, 
and the others by representation, were, together with the 
Mayor, recognized as trustees ; and, on their nomination, 
Mr. Barker was unanimously elected one, — the ten thou- 
sand dollars, primarily pledged by him, being regarded as 
contingent on the condition subsequently attached. The 
trustees then organized as a board by electing Mr. Slater 
president, and Frank E. Richmond secretary. Ten days 
later a report made to the committees of the five societies 
showed that, including the three ten thousand dollars, 
only forty-four thousand five hundred dollars had been 
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subscribed, being thirty thousand five hundred dollars Jess 
than the seventy-five thousand dollars called for. And a 
committee was appointed to confer with the trustees in 
regard to the means to be taken to accomplish their 
object. 

There is no record of the Board of Trustees showing 
that the conference proposed was ever had. But the 
record shows that, in the Spring of 1875, the charter was 
amended in several particulars, at the request of the Board 
of Trustees. By one of the amendments the trustees 
were to be required only to erect and maintain a building 
for, and to provide the same with, a public library, — leav- 
ing them to prosecute the other objects or not as they 
might see fit. From this it is inferable that conference, 
either formal or informal, with the committees to solicit 
subscriptions, had disclosed that the library was the object 
most in favor, — the other objects exciting little regard or 
even disfavor, because they largely increased the subscrip- 
tions required. The amendment was unquestionably wise, 
since it enabled the trustees to concentrate their efforts, 
and the contributors to contribute only to their favorite 
object. Nevertheless, it also had an effect of a more dubi- 
ous character. It took from the five societies, originally 
named in the act, their special interest in the undertaking, 
and consequently, as societies, they ceased to cooperate in 
it. Their earlier efforts, however, had been exceedingly 
valuable, and merit our grateful recognition and remem- 
brance. 

In 1875 the Board of Trustees was increased by four 
new members, three of whom were added, under the 
charter as amended, by the contributors generally, and the 
fourth by the Association of Mechanics and Manufacturers, 
in consideration of ten thousand dollars given in money 
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and books. Early in 1878 a fifth was added under the 
will of Joseph R. Brown in virtue of ten thousand dollars 
bequeathed. Meanwhile efforts were making for further 
subscriptions, and in February, 1877, a committee was ap- 
pointed to devise a plan for establishing the library as 
soon as possible. This committee reported in May in 
in favor of establishing it in a room, about seventy feet 
by forty, in the second story of Butler Exchange, a lease 
of which for two years could be had for two thousand 
dollars per annum. The committee admitted that the 
income of their funds would only suffice to run the library 
without increasing it, but they argued that the spectacle 
of a library free to all, yet pecuniarily unable to buy new 
books, would make an appeal too powerful and importu- 
nate to be long resisted. The report was accepted and 
committees appointed to carry out its recommendations. 
Accordingly the room was hired, fitted with shelves and 
furniture, and the books arranged under the supervision 
of Mr. William E. Foster, who was then first chosen, and 
has always since then continued to be, the accomplished 
and efficient librarian. 

The library, when first opened, consisted of 10,307 vol- 
umes, of which 6,222 were received from the Mechanics 
and Manufacturers Association, about 4,000 were pur- 
chased, and the rest given. It was opened for the regis- 
tration of applicants February 4, 1878, and five days later 
2,658 books had been given out. The funds for the 
library, after deducting the expense of establishing it, 
amounted to about seventy thousand dollars. Before the 
two years of the lease expired the library had grown to 
1 7,000 volumes and was fast outgrowing its accommoda- 
tions. The expenditures were all the while in excess of 
the income, the trustees holding that the library, to gain 
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increased support, must constantly continue to make itself 
increasingly serviceable. 

The lease of the room in the Butler Exchange was not 
renewed ; but rooms were taken on the first floor of a 
building on Snow Street and continued to be occupied 
by the library until its removal to this its new home, a 
period of nearly twenty years. The rooms were twice as 
commodious as the one previously occupied and were 
secured for the first five years at only a slight increase of 
rent. The trustees adhered to their policy of having re- 
course to the principal when the income fell short. This 
did not always occur in the later years, for the library was 
favored with some very generous bequests. In 1882 it re- 
ceived thirty-two thousand and twenty-one dollars under 
the will of Moses B. Lockwood; in 1889 five thousand dol- 
lars under the will of Samuel M. Noyes, and two hundred 
and seventy-five thousand dollars under that of Henry L. 
Kendall;^ in 1891 two thousand dollars under the; will of 
Albert J. Jones; in 1893 and ^^.ter ninety-nine thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-six dollars under the will of John 
Wilson Smith,^ and in 1898 ten thousand dollars under that 
of Brayton B. Knight. It has been the recipient of many 
smaller gifts, highly prized not only for their money value 
but likewise as proofs of the esteem in which the library 
is held by the community. The City Council has also 
appropriated eleven thousand dollars in two payments, 
first, one of three thousand five hundred dollars and later 



1 The wills of Henry L. Kendall and John Wilson Smith gave real as well as personal estate. At the 
time above referred to, portions of the real estate remained unsold and are not represented in the above 
statement. Recently real estate in Attleboro, devised by Mr. Kendall, has been sold for ^40,000 — 
^10,000 paid down and $30,000 secured by note with mortgage. It may be added that the late Alfred M 
Williams, who had been a trustee, and as such rendered excellent service on the library and the building 
committees, besides bequeathing to the library a very valuable collection of books on folk-lore, left his 
residuary estate, which was quite large, to trustees for the benefit of a legatee for life, and, after he 
death, for the same institution. As the life legatee is still living, this bequest is also not stated above. 
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one of seven thousand five hundred dollars for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 1890; and thereafter yearly^ 
until the year ending September 30, 1895, seven thousand 
five hundred dollars ; and since then ten thousand dollars 
yearly until the present year; — which much-needed sub- 
sidies the trustees have highly appreciated, and for them 
render hearty thanks. 

In 1890 the trustees began their search for the best 
site available for a library building. Many lots were care- 
fully considered and left unpurchased. In 1893 the 
Finance Committee, in the exercise of a discretionary 
power delegated to it, bought two estates fronting on Wash- 
ington Street, and constituting a part of the present site, for 
about thirty thousand dollars. The trustees then invited 
architects of the city to propose plans for a structure 
thereon. Nine were presented, but none of them was 
accepted. In fact, the views of the trustees, as they delib- 
erated upon the work before them, rapidly developed, and 
they soon felt that the land acquired, however well it 
might suffice for present needs, would fail to meet the 
requirements of the future, which it was also their duty, as 
faithful trustees, to bear in mind and provide for. Accord- 
ingly they voted to purchase the three adjoining estates 
at a cost of fifty-eight thousand dollars, thus securing 
ample room for the spacious structure where we now are, 
and opportunity for future enlargements. Thereupon the 
the firm of Stone, Carpenter & Willson, being employed to 
do so, prepared a plan, which, with some modifications, 
has been reproduced in the building opened to-day. 

Originally so complete an execution of the plan, to 
begin with, was not contemplated. The estimated cost 
was so great that the trustees — their appeal for additional 
funds having been unsuccessful — decided to erect only 
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the part designed for the book-stacks, adding a tempo- 
rary front for use in connection with it, and to utilize 
for other purposes one of the houses then on the site. The 
work was begun in that view, not without a sore feeling 
of disappointment. Fortunately the feeling was soon to 
pass away. At a special meeting of the trustees, Febru- 
ary i6, 1897, ^ letter from Mr. John Nicholas Brown, dated 
Cannes, France, February 4, 1897, was read, in which the 
writer offered to give two hundred thousand dollars " for 
the purpose of enabling the trustees to erect the entire 
building," asking that the sum might be expended on the 
structure, leaving the heating, lighting, plumbing, shelving 
and furnishing to be paid for from other funds. The offer 
came like a special providence, it was so opportunely 
made and it so completely retrieved the situation. After- 
wards Mr. Brown increased his gift and added to the 
objects to be paid for from it the decoration, plastering 
and painting of the interior walls, and also the boiler-house, 
chimney and conduit leading to the library. Consequently 
the two hundred thousand dollars originally given has 
grown to two hundred sixty-eight thousand five hundred 
and ninety-five dollars and seventy-five cents, and subject 
to the exceptions heretofore indicated, this building with 
its approaches and stairways, the boiler-house and chimney 
connected with it, and the enclosure-walls may be all prop- 
erly regarded as his gift. It is a gift which, materially, is 
beautiful to look upon, and which, by the beneficent in- 
fluences proceeding from it, will largely help to elevate 
and enrich the mind and character of this community. 
Most worthily has its giver stepped forward on the way 
most worthily trodden and illustrated by his ancestors 
before him. 

I have now a few words to say in regard to the present 
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condition of the library, and especially in regard to its 
ability to prosecute the work which it has undertaken. 
When, in 1878, it started into active existence, it had no 
place or home which it could call its own. To-day it is 
excellently provided for in these respects. It then had 
only 10,307 volumes. It now has 88,723 carefully selected 
and covering a rich variety in literature, history, philosophy 
and religion ; also in the arts, the sciences, education and 
industrial pursuits, with special reference to such pursuits 
requiring technical skill and knowledge, as are followed in 
this city. There are among them the best books in 
several languages. They are in charge of an accomplished 
librarian devoted to his calling, and aided by experienced 
assistants. But more is required. Services rendered must 
be paid for. New books must be bought. The building 
must be heated, lighted and constantly cared for. Indeed^ 
not to go too minutely into detail, it is estimated that an 
expenditure of about forty thousand dollars a year will be 
required. The funds of the library have been much re- 
duced by the purchase of the land and by numerous 
expenditures for objects not otherwise provided for, so that 
the income from it will not much exceed ten thousand dol- 
lars a year, and, unless the city increases its appropriation, 
we shall have to look to our capital or elsewhere for 
means to supply the deficit. We state the situation, and 
ask our fellow citizens to give it thought, and decide what, 
considering the need and benefit of the library, they will 
do to assist it, remembering that whatever they do, 
whether much or little, will be gratefully received. The 
library must not, for the good name of the city, be left to 
languish or decline for lack of assistance. 
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 



Read by Edward I. Nickehson, Secretary. 



Providence, R, I,, March 15, 1900. 

Hon. Thomas Durfee, President, Providence Public 
Library, Providence, R. I. 

Dear Sir : The problem of how to secure a perma- 
nent home for this Library having been settled, it is now- 
succeeded by the problem of how to pay its running ex- 
penses with the limited resources at its command. 

The expenses for 1899, in the Snow Street location 
were $26,234: 

Books, Binding and Printing f 6,000 

Rent, Light, etc 6,000 

Employees 12,194 

Supplies 1,300 

Sundries 7 40 

$26,234 

Income from Invested Funds $12,717 

City Appropriation 10,000 

State Appropriation 200 

Fines and Monthly Bulletins 679 

Akerman Co. . . . 25 

$23,621 
Deficiency for 1899 2,613 

$26,234 



PROVIDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 15 

In the new home we estimate for the coming year, the 
-expenses will be : 

Fuel, Light and Employees - ^^30,000 

Books, etc.,^ (which is a very moderate sum) 10,000 

$40,000 
Income of Library from Invested Funds 1 0,000 

Leaving to be provided for $30,000 

We append herewith, a memorandum of contributions 
and bequests received by the Library from its formation 
to date outside of city and state aid. 

These individual contributions amount to $809,895.70. 

Yours very truly, 

Nicholas Sheldon, 
(Signed) George F. Leete, 

Cornelius S. Sweetland, 

Finance Committee. 

1875 — Providence Lady (Miss C. Allen) $50.00 

1876 — Mrs. Crawford Allen 1,000.00 

J877 — F. E. Richmond 2,500.00 

Mrs. Anna Richmond 10,000.00 

Miss Caroline Richmond 5,000.00 

Walter Richmond 5,000.00 

Samuel R. Dorrance and Wife 500.00 

William S. Slater 10,000.00 

Joseph A. Barker $10,000.00 

1884 10,000.00 

20,000.00 

Alexander Duncan and Wife 10,000.00 

Joseph J. Cooke 1,000.00 

Amount carried forward $65,050.00 

^ I. «., Books, periodicals, binding, and miscellaneous supplies, as voted by the book committee. 
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Amount brought forward $65,050.00 

1877 — Miss Julia Bullock $5,000.00 

500.00 
Estate 5,000.00 

10,500.00 

Joseph R. Brown, Estate 10,000.00 

Edwin G. Angell 50.00 

Providence Association of Mechanics & 

Manufacturers $4,779.00 

Books appraised at 5,250.00 

10,029.00 

Miss Emily Waterman 1,000.00 

Robert H. Ives, Estate 5,000.00 

Charles E. Carpenter 1,000.00 

Wm. D. Ely 500.00 

Samuel A. Nightingale 100.00 

Earl P. Mason, Estate 1,000.00 

1878 — Miss Fanny Mason, Estate 1,852.86 

1879 — Henry J. Steere 1,000.00 

1882 — Moses B. Lockwood, Estate 32,021.92 

1883 — William B. Weeden 250.00 

Phillip Allen 25.00 

Henry C. Clark 50.00 

1884 — R. I. Hospital Library Association, (Portsmouth 

Grove Hospital) 2,221 .47 

1888 — Paul D. Allen 75.00 

1889 — Henry L. Kendall, Estate 275,000.00 

Samuel M. Noyes, Estate 5,000.00 

189 1 — Albert J. Jones 2,000.00 

1892 — A Friend 5.00 

Miss Mary A. Smith, Estate 500.00 

1893 — Dr. Chas. W. Fillmore 100.00 

John Wilson Smith, Estate 101,856.45 

An additional sum to be received from unsold real 

estate. 

Mrs. Cornelia R. Thurston 1,000.00 

1894 — Silver Spring B. & D. Co 25.00 

Amount carried forward $527,21 1.70 
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Amount brought forward $527,21 1.70 

1894 — Mrs. Eliza C. Lippitt 500.00 

1896 — For New Building : 

Friend i .00 

W. S. Locke 5.00 

J. L. Harrison 5.00 

Friend . . . : i .00 

W. W. Estes i.oo 

Employees Health Department 8.00 

Emily A. Greene 15-00 

R. S. Howland 25.00 

Mrs. T. P. Shepard 1,000.00 

1897 — Estate of Mary A. Earle 500.00 

Snow & Farnham 27.25 

1898 — Estate of B. B. Knight 10,000.00 

Hon. Thomas Durfee 1,000.00 

1899 — John Nicholas Brown 268,595.75 

Total $808,895.70 

Misses Clara A. and Elizabeth A. Hoppin 1,000.00 

$809,895.70 

The Akerman Co. have contributed $25.00 each year 
from 1883 to 1899. 

State of Rhode Island: 

In 1879 $125.00 

In 1880 and 1881 150.00 

Each year from 1892 to present 200.00 

City of Providence : 

In July, 1889 1^3,500.00 

From 1890 to 1894 inclusive / 7,500.00 per annum 

From 1895 to 1899 inclusive 10,000.00 per annum 

The late Alfred M. Williams made the Providence 
Public Library his residuary legatee, subject to an annui- 
tant. 

Music. 
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ADDRESS. 



Mr. William E. Foster, Librarian. 



Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Twenty-two years have elapsed since, in 1878, the 
Providence Public Library was first opened to the public. 
At that time, the public library, as one of the institutions 
of this country, had barely completed its first quarter-cen- 
tury; and now the end of the second quarter-century is 
not far distant. This second period, which has been so 
nearly coincident with the life of our own library, has been 
fruitful in new conceptions of library work, and in new 
applications of old ones. To its demands most libraries 
have in some way responded, but with varying degrees of 
completeness. In our own case the present building may 
be considered a response to these demands. 

In the strength and solidity of its materials, and in 
its fire-proo'f construction, it represents the present de- 
mand for the absolute safety of the building's contents, 
without which assurance valuable gifts are likely to be lost 
to the library. In its ample building lot, with generous 
spaces about the structure, it embodies careful provision 
for future increase in volumes. Within the walls of the 
present building there is a shelving capacity of 225,000 
volumes, and outside many more can be provided for by 
future extensions of the building itself. In its careful at- 
tention to the details of lighting, heating and ventilation, 
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it testifies that the best results of modern science are none 
too good for a building which, like this, is for the service 
of the people. 

Such a building as this is not the result of accident. 
It has grown out of the patient and conscientious study of 
many separate problems, and of their relation to each 
other as well. From the nature of the case also, it is im- 
possible that all the credit for the achievement should be 
due to any one man, for the building very signally em- 
bodies the labors of several different men. To the invalu- 
able expert advice of the late Alpheus C. Morse, of this 
city, and also of Professor William R. Ware, of Columbia 
University, and Professor S. H. Woodbridge, of the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology, the credit is due for 
many priceless features of the building, inappreciable 
though they may be by one who is not himself an expert. 

To the intelligent and disinterested labors of the 
Building Committee, prolonged through nearly six years, 
the public owes more than it can ever know. It is an 
occasion of the deepest regret that Mr. Alfred M. Williams, 
the first chairman of that committee, is no longer living, to 
witness to-day the completion of this great work. 

To the persistent and determined working out of 
many a practical problem of library service, by my associ- 
ates on the library force, in their efforts to put themselves 
"*' in the reader's place," the public will owe much of the 
convenience which so signally distinguishes this library 
building. 

To the resourceful skill, the unflagging interest and 
the invaluable experience of the architects, Messrs. Stone, 
Carpenter & Willson, whose patient and strikingly suc- 
cessful solution of many problems of practical library de- 
tail is a standing refutation of the claim that no architect 
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is willing to recognize the library point of view in the 
construction of a library building, a heavy debt of grati- 
tude is due, — not to speak of the commanding architectu- 
ral excellence of the building, which speaks for itself. 

To the generous donor, Mr. John Nicholas Brown, 
without whose threefold benefactions all would have been 
unavailing, the grateful hearts of this entire audience are 
turned, with thanks for which no words are adequate. 

This structure has been well characterized as a " signifi- 
cant building"; and in answering the question, — "Of what 
is it significant ? " — one may safely set down the following 
principles as fundamental : First, the saving of the visit- 
or's time, in all the arrangements on a general scale, in 
adopting the straight line as the shortest distance between 
two related points, and in reducing that which is mere 
routine to as near an approach to clock-work as possible. 
Second, in the planning of specific uses, the minutest 
adaptation of means to ends, yet without sacrificing the 
principle of elasticity in the uses which readers will be 
allowed to make of them. Thus, there are fourteen differ- 
ent study or class rooms in the building, of varying sizes 
and furnishings ; so that one may confidently expect that 
somewhere at least within the building every reader or 
student will find his wants satisfactorily met. Third, the 
assigning of large spaces to readers and students, as well 
as to the housing of the books, with the resulting advan- 
tage that the open-shelf arrangement is secured for more 
than two-fifths of the total shelving capacity of the build- 
ing, — or for all books shelved elsewhere than in the Stack 
Building. 

The ground floor of the Main Building, — where we 
are now assembled, — is intentionally made to include the 
three rooms which every visitor needs to find directly ac- 



PROVIDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY 21 

cessible to him, namely, the DeHvery Room, in immediate 
contact with the Stack, and the two main reading rooms, 
— the Periodical Room and Reference Room. These 
three chief rooms together comprise an area of more than 
7,800 square feet. 

On passing to the next floor above, one finds that the 
intersecting corridors of this second story divide the space 
naturally into four sections. One of these, occupying the 
rear corner to the left, is a suite of four interconnecting 
administrative rooms, including the Trustees' Room, 
rooms which are very necessary, but which must not be 
allowed to occupy the valuable space of the ground floor. 
A second of these sections is the Children's Department, 
occupying two interconnecting rooms at the front corner to 
the left. A third is the very attractive Lecture Room, at 
the front corner to the right. The fourth is the Standard 
Library, with two interconnecting rooms at the rear corner 
to the right, where the claims of pure literature are recog- 
nized as they cannot be elsewhere. 

One other room, entered from the level of the second 
story, partakes of the " laboratory " nature of the rooms in 
the third story, namely, the Barnard Club Library, which 
is the educational study-room. 

The third story is preeminently "the special library 
floor " providing, as it does, laboratory facilities in connec- 
tion with works on art, industrial literature, and other 
departments which have the strongest possible claim on 
a public library in a manufacturing centre, such as Provi- 
dence is. 

In few public libraries has this laboratory plan been so 
consistently carried out; and, although the reader can at 
no time fail to remark the rare beauty of the building, yet 
it is, after all, as a place for work that it will chiefly impress 
him. 
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To sum up, the building is for use, — for your use. A 
public library is, in essence, the public serving itself through 
a large collection of books, so planned as to respond to all 
the varying needs of the community. The purposes aimed 
at in this building have thus been briefly outlined ; but 
these purposes will lack their highest fulfilment, unless 
the library shall receive the interested support of the en- 
tire public. Even an interest which is critical is assuredly 
to be welcomed, rather than indifference ; and a measure of 
use which shall exhaust our resources is to be welcomed 
rather than neglect. It is by criticism that errors are 
discovered and corrected ; and it is by the exhaustion of 
resources that the argument for more adequate endow- 
ment becomes irresistible. 

Profoundly affecting, as it does, the interests of the 
entire public, rather than a small fraction of it ; and recog- 
nizing, as it does, absolutely no class distinctions, whether 
of religion, of politics, or of schools of thought, few institu- 
tions have a more admirable opportunity, — when properly 
equipped and supported, — of elevating the life of the 
community, than a public library such as that which is to 
occupy this noble building, — placed to-day and hence- 
forth at the service of the people of Providence. 
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ADDRESS. 



Mr. Arnold Green, of Board of Trustees. 



Gentlemen : But a few years ago members of the fam- 
ily whose name is borne by our local college presented to 
that school a library building. Now one of them has, 
at his own cost, built this structure and presented it to yoii 
for the uses of your library. As we open this building to- 
day our first thought is gratitude, our first impulse to 
thank our benefactor.^ 

Twenty-two years have passed by since the Providence 
Public Library began its career with ten thousand three 
hundred volumes stored on the upper floors of the Butler 
Exchange. Now your collection approaches ninety thou- 
sand, and you here begin a new life of active influence. 
For the sympathy, for the support, for the benevolence 
which have made this possible, we tender a heartfelt 
recognition. We thank the friends of the library, both the 
dead and the living. We hope that what has been may 
be the earnest of what shall be, that you and all around 
you may be inspired by the example of past goodness and 
of present to a continuing cooperation. 

For, Gentlemen of the Board of Trustees, you control 
an important machine in the system of Public Education. 



* The library building on Washington Street was built" and presented to the corporation by John 
Nicholas Brown, Esq. 
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It is to you that the many look for instructive help who 
cannot afford to own the tools needed in their mental 
work, who know not where to find the literary apparatus 
which they require for their training and intellectual ad- 
vancement, who are toiling in fields of mind work which 
lie outside the limits of routine education ; and, more im- 
portant than all this, it is to you that the maturing youth 
of the community looks for the means of satisfying that 
intelligent curiosity which we cannot easily explain, but 
which we see in each new generation, renascent, revivis- 
cent, irrepressible, imperishable. Your task is serious, its 
performance difficult. 

As trustees of the Public Library we have no opinions. 
Theology, Sociology, Politics, Economics, are to us ab- 
stract theses. In the disputes of history, the bickerings 
and eulogies of biography, we take no part. The certitudes 
and speculations of science, intellectual or natural, exact 
or. applied, are to us as the formulae of mathematics. Our 
business is to furnish, so far as we are able, the means for 
acquiring information and then to say : Come, study, think, 
and decide. Yet it is easy to say this, but it is hard to do 
it. Books are costly and our funds are scant. Our task 
leads us into all literatures known to the Western student 
and directs us from all to cull the notable fruits. It 
carries us into the bye paths of knowledge of which the 
ramifications are known only to the specialist. We find 
departments of study growing yearly wider and broader, 
and department overlapping department. What once 
seemed limitation, disappears. Even the sombre science 
of Economics now ranges through the whole gamut of 
human interests and man's passions. From the cold logic 
of Ricardo it rises or falls to the impassioned " paroles " of 
Lamennais. Literature itself listens to novel utterances. 
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It piques itself on its- refinement and still turns its spell- 
bound ear to the wail of a Rosenfeld. 

"Ich arbeit un* arbeit, un' arbeit ohn* Cheshben; 

** Es schafft sich, un* schafft sich, un' schafft sich ohn' Zahl." 1 

And our clientage asks satisfaction, a clientage varied 
in race and language. If you teachers in the city of 
Providence will wander up Constitution Hill you will 
be amazed at the daily distribution of penny papers on 
which Yiddish words appear in the " square type of Abra- 
ham's ancient tongue." If you will stop on Exchange 
Place you will find a club room where the Armenians 
have collected a library of half a thousand volumes in 
their own language. Then walk through the Italian colo- 
nies on Federal Hill, and the Swedish by Hayward Park. 
Remember the Portuguese beyond the river, and the Ger- 
mans throughout our municipal territory, and you will 
realize that our city is tinging its cheeks with cosmopoli- 
tan tints. All these peoples ask your aid and ours. 

As for ourselves, we confess our trouble. If our re- 
sources were ample it would still confront us. With the 
aid of our trained assistants we can grope our way through 
the catalogued books of Western Europe, of the classical 
languages, of our own, but Swedish causes difficulty, Arme- 
nian produces despair. Then, too, how can we find the 
proper norm to determine our choice of books? how can we 
be sure that in expending moneys entrusted to us we obtain 
the best practicable results with the least waste } No one 
•can wholly understand the feelings and thoughts and aspi- 
rations of any one else. No one can entirely sympathize 
with another. We may judge others by ourselves for 



* Harkavy, Jewish-American People's Calendar, 1899-1900, p. 84. M. Rosenfeld, Songs from the 
•Ghetto, p. 2. 
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lack of a truer standard, but we have no right to project - 
ourselves into those others, and generalities about man's 
mind, and man's heart, and the good, the beautiful, and 
the true are epigrammatically indefinite.^ Choice must be 
made, but how can we know that we choose correctly? 
For our errors we claim an indulgent forgiveness. For our 
successes we feel grateful to those who have worked with 
us. We are not ashamed of our past; we believe that we 
have been useful. We will faithfully and earnestly en- 
deavor to continue so. 

A public library is an institute of free general educa- 
tion, to serve voluntary learners. It is not affected by any 
conclusion that the state should or should not furnish 
special instruction after having secured a primary train- 
ing, that it should or should not prepare for their work 
surgeons, lawyers, priests, teachers, artisans, farmers and 
cooks. The public library is an adjunct to the school of 
every kind and grade. It suggests and helps and supple- 
ments when requested, and here its functions end. Its ex- 
istence requires no further justification than that whenever 
and wherever education has been recognized as important, 
the library has found its appointed place. Tradition^ 
tells of it in Memphis and Susa and Samos. History 
speaks of it in Alexandria and Athens and Pergamos. 
The Rome of Diocletian supported twenty-eight public 
libraries.^ The Saracens in Spain maintained seventy.'* 

1 Et ne nous repondez pas avec le po^te qui, de tous les romantiques a mis de lui-m6me le plus dans 
son ceuvre : 

Le coeur humain de qui ? le coeur humain de quoi ? 
Quand le diable y serait, j'ai men coeur humain, moi ! 
La question est pr^is^ment de savoir si vous avez un coeur humain, vous, et ce n'est pas vous qui la 
deciderez. — F. Bruneti^re in Revue des deux Mondes, Decbr. i, iSgg, p. 649. 

2 The British Museum has just completed its catalogue of the library of Asshur-Bani-Pal of Nineveh. 
This carries us back to the seventh century before Christ. 

^ Friedlander, Sittengeschichte Roms, IIL, p. 418 ; L, p. 21, apparently on the authority of the so- 
called Publius Victor. 

^Sismondi, Litt^rature du Midi, I., p. 49. 
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In Mediaeval Europe each monastery, school and guild had 
its library, and to these succeeded, and partly from them 
grew, the stupendous collections which are at once the 
educational machinery and glory of Europe's capitals and 
universities. The annals of some of these libraries are 
pages of literary romance. The collection of Aristotle^ 
used by him in his Athenian school passed to his pupil, 
Theophrastus ; was then bequeathed to one Neleus, who 
carried it to his home in the Troad. After the death of 
Neleus the manuscripts were concealed in a cellar for a 
hundred and fifty years to save them from confiscation by 
the Kings of Pergamos. They were then sold to an 
Athenian and returned to Athens. Eighty-six years before 
the Christian Era, Sylla stormed Athens, seized the library 
of Aristotle and carried it to Rome. 

This historical conjunction of library with school, and 
the existence of the library wherever the value of 
culture has received a certain recognition, show us what 
we may expect from the use of books, and also what 
we must not look for. Opportunity is not a guaranty of 
performance. That the means of education are fur- 
nished does not imply that education is assured. Nor 
will any mental training make certain what we too often 
hear spoken of as a necessary sequence to it, civic virtue 
or individual. Wisdom is one thing, goodness quite an- 
other. I doubt if we can go further than claim* that 
education strengthens the better part of the man, that so 
long as like produces like an educated parentage gives 
promise that the offspring too will be educated. 

At the opening of the Providence Athenaeum, in A. D. 
1838, the inaugural address was given by the then presi- 
dent of Brown University.^ After elaborately congratu- 

* Grote's Aristotle, I., p. 50. 

* Discourse at the opening of the Providence Athenaeum, July, 11, 1838, by Francis Wayland. 
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lating the founders of that institution on the excellence 
and broadness of their design, he recounts the advantages 
^* which result from that universal diffusion of useful knowl- 
edge," which they purposed to accomplish. These were : 

1 . Economical. The improvement of natural resources 
depends on the development of man's intellectual power. 

2. Social. The temptations of wealth to self gratifi- 
cation are suppressed. ' 

3. Political. The estrangement between the leisure 
class and the laboring, between the rich and the needy, 
may be removed. 

For he says, " intellectual cultivation opens " to men 
"a new path to social distinction," "its tendency, far from 
setting men at variance with each other, is directly to 
bring them into harmony." " Just in proportion to the 
degree of intellectual development to which the mass of 
the people have attained, artificial distinctions have faded 
away, the people have become more and more homogene- 
ous and more democratic, and every man more certainly 
takes precedence of his fellows upon the ground of what 
God hath made him and what he hath made himself." 

4. The connection between intellectual cultivation 
and the interests of morality and religion are such that 
increasing the first tends to advance the other two. 

Now this is forcefully presented and very pleasing in its 
proniises, but apart from the stronger grasp in which man's 
intellect holds physical forces and natural resources, is it 
true } Population has greatly increased, hence the means 
of subsistence must have become greater. The snow- 
ball of wealth has grown larger, hence the aggregate of 
wages paid and of profit made must show accretions. 
Never, perhaps, has the mass of an industrial community 
been better clothed, fed, and housed than in the New Eng- 
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land of to-day. The luxuries of our forefathers are recog- 
nized necessities for us. But have the spiritual and mental 
kept pace with the material ? Are we wiser than our grand- 
fathers or happier, more earnest in action, more calm 
and foreseeing in thought ? Are we better because our 
rules are graduated to ten-thousandths of an inch, our 
turbines give almost frictionless and theoretical service, 
our spindles revolve with a rapidity that outspeeds our 
thinking ? " The poor ye have always with you." Wealth 
means comfort, but wealth also means a proletariat. The 
old conditions of life here were hard, and were met by 
men and women who were tough, laborious and patient ; 
their Puritan character was harsh and unlovely ; it has 
passed away and I do not think we should regret it. But 
can the twenty thousand children in our city schools look 
forward to a life less irksome and more cheery than that 
of their fathers and their fathers' fathers ? Has wealth 
bathed itself in the elixir of culture and girded on a 
breastplate of self-restraint and taught itself to say: 
"I will not for all that I wish to," instead of "I wish to and 
therefore I will ? " Does it command less power than in 
days gone by? Has want learned that poverty, disease 
and suffering all have their natural causes, original or 
inherited ? Has education so lined and padded the ties 
of society and the bonds of the family that mutual inter- 
dependence is more generally acknowledged and divorce 
made less frequent than of old ? 

Intelligence has been diffused, has made society strong, 
has made social classes strong, too, and class clashing 
against class exhibits a destructive energy never before 
known. Remember the scenes at Pittsburg and Chicago.^ 
Has class become reconciled to class ? 



1 Pittsburg riots of A. D. 1877. Chicago of A. D. 1894. 
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And the conjunction of intellectual cultivation with 
morality and religion is as little clear. With the spread 
of education through a people crimes of violence seem to 
diminish in number, but crimes of intelligence increase. 
Moral delinquency is not lessened by the change. Never 
have school and library been more widely and abundantly 
distributed among our peoples than to-day, yet the lessons 
of Montana, and Kentucky, and Pennsylvania, and New 
York ^ bid us be diffident in speaking of political purity. 
Even our public legislation, national, state, and munici- 
pal alike reflects something other than political intelli- 
gence and political honesty — but the amenities of our fes- 
tival forbid specific illustrations. 

This contrast between the dreams of the closet thinker 
and the experience of the worldling worker is not dis- 
heartening. It does not show that knowledge is useless. 
It does show a lack of relation between the causes stated 
and the effects anticipated. Results are not inconse- 
quent. They follow from productive germination of their 
own seed, and are not to be expected as fruitage of alien 
growths. Because we teach a boy to read we do not 
expect him to love his comrade; because we train him in 
the calculus we do not assume him to be incapable of 
theft. Because we educate a population we should not 
look for the extirpation of viciousness, and the school 
and the library are agencies of intellectual training. With- 
out it worthlessness is probable, but with it worthiness 
is not made certain. Perfect our schemes and means of 
training, extend their scope, strengthen their influence. 
The work is good, the labor is useful, though the reward 



1 Montana — the Clark senatorial scandal, 1899-1900. 
Kentucky — the Goebel-Taylor gubernatorial scandal, iSgg-iqoo. 
Pennsylvania — the Quay senatorial scandal, 1899-1900. 
New York — the Ramapo Water Co. and the Third Avenue Railroad Co., 1899-1900. 
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may be distant. Multiply our schools, enlarge our libra- 
ries. We are acting for ourselves and for our children, 
but withal let us remember constantly, thoughtfully, rev- 
erently, that there is something in the immaterial world 
besides education ; something touched by it, but not pro- 
ceeding from it, something of more value to us and to our 
•children and our children's children, and that something 
is Soul. 

The contrast is not discouraging, because it does not 
affect our proper work. The library is a school teacher. 
It distributes the tools of mental mechanism. It supplies 
the materials for intellectual designing. For the uses 
made of the instruction, the instruments, and the stock, 
whether the product be earnest thoughtfulness or waste- 
ful sciolism, the library is not responsible. If we, its 
managers, at times feel faint hearted because the harvest 
of education seems delayed and scant, we should remind 
ourselves of the results which follow continued, persist- 
ent, unremitting action. Line upon line, precept on pre- 
cept, thought on thought, action on action, even life on 
life. Nothing of it is wasted. We may not see the 
results which we desire, but sometime or other somebody 
will. I have often thought that in collective labor, as in 
individual, we should each of us curb all impulse to 
impatience, and steep ourselves in the spirit of the loving 
Olindo, who "longed for much, hoped for little, asked 
for nothing. " ^ 

The contrast contains nothing depressing. I have, 
perhaps, been too austere in speaking of library influence. 
It does more than instruct. It gives to the community 
an element which consoles and cheers in the lassitude of 



* " Brama assai, poco spera, e nulla chiede." — Tasso, Gerusal. Liberata, II., i6. 
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life, which stimulates without reaction, which elevates 
without recoil. It is more than merely useful. It showers 
an auroral beauty upon the commonplace of labor and the 
dreary tedium of drudgery. ^ 

Is the contrast to be permanent or evanescent ? Will 
knowledge ever direct human conduct ? Can intelligence 
ever conquer waywardness ? Is the time to come when 
even a disciplined self-interest will lead man to follow its 
precepts ? You must search for the answer in your own 
hearts and heads. I dare not attempt to formulate it. 
Yet on this answer hangs the future of your posterity, of 
your state, perhaps of your race. 

We recognize the contrast, and in the recognition we 
find the appointed work of the library — to assist volun- 
tary students as an adjunct to the public schools of every 
grade. Of this work we magnify both the importance 
and the dignity. As its ministers we beg for your sym- 
pathy, your assistance, your cooperation. In warning 
you not to anticipate too much from library establishments 
I also defend your right to expect great results. Edu- 
cation, like all things which man deals with, finds limits 
to its power, but in its sphere it is still potent. The re- 
sults of education in the individual unfold themselves 
slpwly, through long years of his life. The results in 
society ripen through generations into social standards 
and national character. I decline to regard education as 
a goddess enthroned in her temple and adored for herself, 
but I accept it 'for a guardian angel, guiding, protecting, 
encouraging, strengthening, preparing for whatever may 
be, with one hand leading her child along, as on the can- 



^ " Monseigneur vous qui tirez parti de tout, voili pourtant un carre inutile. II vaudrait mieux 
avoir \k des salades que des bouquets. — Madame Magloire, repondit I'^veque, vous vous trompez. 
Le beau est aussi utile que I'utile— II ajouU apres un silence : Plus, peutetre." — V. Hugo, Lts Mis£> 
rabies, Fantine, VI. 
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vas of Murillo,^ with the other uplifted, beckoning onward 
and skyward toward some glory which neither we nor she 
can discern. Let us listen to her words of wisdom. Let 
us follow her guiding sign. 

And, gentlemen, to-day we inaugurate this building. 
May its usefulness equal the generosity which built it. 
In your name, and in that of the community which you 
represent, I thank the giver for his gift. 



Music. 



1 " El Angel de la Guarda" in the Cathedral of Seville. — Stirling's Annals , II., p. 880, 
3 
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BENEDICTION. 



Rt. Rev. Matihew Hark ins, D. D. 



In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

O God, in Whose presence we stand, bless the work 
which has been solemnly inaugurated to-day. Bless this 
building and all that it contains, that they may tend to 
Thy honor and glory, to the advancement of education 
and thus to the peace, prosperity and happiness of our 
beloved city. 

May God the Father, who in the beginning did 
** divide the light from the darkness," bless all who will 
come hither for instruction and enable them to discern 
between truth and error and to hold fast to that which is 
true. 

May God the Son, who " enlighteneth every man that 
Cometh into the world," make the light of truth shine 
forth so brightly from this temple of learning, that all 
may be attracted by it and yield to its benign influence. 

May God the Holy Ghost, "Spirit of counsel and 
fortitude," bless and direct those to whose care will be 
entrusted these literary treasures of the past and the pres- 
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ent, " these new things and old," that they may wisely 
and prudently guide seekers after knowledge. 

" That the name of the Lord may be blessed from now 
and forever." 

" For our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth." 

" May the blessing of the Almighty God, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, descend upon all and remain forever." 

Amen. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE EARLY YEARS 
OF THE LIBRARY MOVEMENT. 



Hon. John H. Stiness, of Board of Trusters. 



Every great undertaking has a preparatory season. It seldom 
comes forth full fledged or from chance. The need is realized ; 
then interest is awakened and means, more or less adequate, are 
planned to meet the need. Usually the planning is of a small 
and temporary kind, in the hope of growth, and from such begin- 
nings most of our benevolent institutions have sprung ; while, in 
other cases, failures, at first, have shown the want of other means 
and stimulated liberal men to devise more liberal things. 

The Providence Public Library has been no exception to the 
general rule ; for its years in embryo were long and precarious, and 
its final form quite different from the original design. The trustees 
of the Library have requested a sketch of the preliminary work, so 
that its history may be complete from the beginning. 

For many years the need of a free library had been apparent, 
and it had been partially met by the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation and Union for Christian Work. Still there was much hope, 
but no work, for the full free library. 

About 1870, as the interest and membership in the Providence 
Franklin Society had been gradually decreasing. Welcome O. Brown, 
M. D., its president, with other members, felt that it would be better 
to disband and put the society's library and valuable museum of 
natural history where they would be open to all. Dr. Brown con- 
ceived the idea of making these the nucleus of a public institution, 
and he worked zealously to create interest in the project. Zachariah 
Allen, always large hearted and alive to the welfare of the commu- 
nity, gave his earnest help and strong influence ; Reuben A. Guild, 
LL. D., Librarian of Brown University, acted as a committee on 
publicity, and wrote many articles for the newspapers ; while others, 
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too many to name, cordially approved and aided the movement. 
Under this inspiration the Providence Association of Mechanics and 
Manufacturers offered to contribute its library, and thus the begin- 
ning of a Free Library and Museum was at hand. 

Among the many persons whom Dr. Brown approached was 
Mr. Henry J. Steere, a lover of art, who was willing to contribute 
to an art gallery. To secure this valuable aid, the proposal was en- 
larged to a Free Public Library, Art Gallery and Museum, which 
was the name finally adopted in the charter. 

The vital question was whether a lot and building could be se- 
cured. Several subscriptions, amounting in all to nearly $30,000, 
the largest of which was Mr. Joseph A. Barker's offer of $10,000, 
gave sufficient encouragement to start an organization. Dr. Brown 
asked a yoimg lawyer to help in this work, and a meeting of the 
subscribers was called. It was thought that the old town house 
lot, at the corner of Benefit and College Streets, where the Provi- 
dence County Court House now stands, would be a suitable loca- 
tion, and that the city would probably devote it to this use, as it 
had been vacant for a long time. It was also thought that at least 
$100,000 would be needed for a building. If the plan succeeded, 
a building, a respectable collection of books and a museum would 
be provided, but no funds to maintain them. There were several 
societies in the city which hired halls for meetings and rooms for 
libraries. If these could be brought together in one building with 
a common hall and library and some small rooms for offices, the 
sums which they were then paying for rent would fairly maintain 
the common institution. Moreover the wide range of membership 
in these societies would be a strong factor in soliciting funds. 

It was therefore decided to ask the societies to send members 
to a joint committee to consider some such plan. The conference 
was held, and it adopted the following report ^ : 

" The Joint Committee, appointed to devise a plan for the erection of 
a building for the establishment of a Free Public Library, &c., and the 
accommodation of different societies, respectfully report that it is desir- 
able to have, in Providence, a building for a Free Public Library, Art 

* Reprinted from p. 4-1 1 of the pamphlet entitled " Free Public Library, Art-gallery, and Museum, in 
the City of Providence, R. I.", (Providence, 1871). 
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Gallery, Museum of Natural History, &c., which shall be arranged with 
-departments for the various branches of science, in which may be 
accommodated the leading literary, scientific, and other kindred societies. 

That in such building there should also be a public hall and rooms 
for the several societies. 

That in the opinion of this Committee this can be accomplished by 
the united eiforts of such societies in the manner following, viz. : — 

I St. Appoint a committee to procure from the Legislature an act in- 
corporating certain persons to be therein named as a Board of Trustees, 
under whom shall be a Board of Managers or Directors, of whom one shall 
be chosen by each society which shall become a party to this agreement, 
and the remainder in the manner provided in such act of incorporation. 

2d. Such Trustees may receive either from private sources, from 
societies, or from the city, real and personal estate in trust for the erec- 
tion of a suitable fire-proof building for the purpose above specified, 
having the control, and together with the Board of Managers, the man- 
agement of the property according to the provisions of the charter. 

3d. Let the several societies agree to rent of such Trustees, upon 
liberal and satisfactory terms, such apartments as may be needed, each 
society retaining its separate organization and membership, and hold- 
ing its own meetings in the rooms and halls appointed for it. 

4th. Let the rent received, as aforesaid, be applied by the Trustees 
-and Managers to the benefit of the Public Institution. 

5th. Let the several societies, upon taking apartments in such 
building, agree that their respective libraries may be placed in that sep- 
arate portion of the Common Library, which shall be allotted to them, 
and be open to the free use of the members of the other societies, and 
the pubHc, for general reference, under proper regulations and restric- 
tions, while the circulation of books from each library shall be con- 
fined to the membership of the society to which it belongs. Let either 
society having a museum of Natural History also agree that the same 
be open to the free inspection of the public. 

6th. Let each society appoint a committee to assist in raising, from 
the public, the funds necessary to carry out the foregoing plan. 

The Committee recommend the passage of the following resolutions 
by each society : — 

Resolved, That for the purpose of carrying into effect the sugges- 
tions embodied in the accompanying report, be a com- 
mittee to unite with such committees as may be appointed by the other 
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societies, to draw up and present to the General Assembly of this State, 
an act of incorporation, for the purposes set forth in said report, and 
to make such preliminary arrangements as may be necessary to carry 
the same into eifect. 

Resolved^ That upon the completion of the proposed building, this 
society will rent of the Trustees or Managers thereof, such apartments 
as may be necessary, provided the arrangements and terms of such 
rental shall be satisfactory. 

Resolved^ That upon taking apartments in such building, this society- 
will agree that its library shall be placed in such hall or alcoves of the 
Common Library as may be allotted to it, and shall be open to the free 
use of the public for general reference, under proper regulations and 
restrictions ; but the circulation thereof shall be confined to the mem- 
bership of this society ; and also that its museum, works of art, etc., 
shall be open to the free inspection of the public. 

Resolved^ That be a committee to unite with com- 
mittees from other societies, to assist in raising funds necessary to carry- 
out the foregoing plan and to procure from the city its aid and coopera- 
tion. The Committee recommend that each society fill the blanks in 
the first resolution, with the name of one of its members. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Zachariah Allen, ^ ^ . . .. , 

^ ^ ^ Committee of the 

John R. Bartlett, V j? uj- ^ ,, 

1, ^^ Franklin Society, 

George Hunt, J 

Royal C. Taft, \ Committee of the R, /. Society for the 

Henry Staples, ) Encouragement of Domestic Industry. 

E. T. Case, 

C. C. Armstrong, 

J. L. Spencer, 

J..H. Stiness, 

Joseph H. Bourn, 

Wm. F. Channing, 

Merrick Lyon, 

Elisha Dyer, 

^ * ^ ' I Committee of the 

Joseph Kelley, > ,^ , ^ . .. 

„^ ^ ^^ Mechanics Association, 

Wm. T. Nicholson, J 

W. O. Brown, Chairman of the foint Committee, 

Cyrus C. Armstrong, Secretary of the foint Committee, 



Committee of the 
Franklin Lyceum^ 



Committee of the 
R, I, Horticultural Society^ 
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In accordance with the first of the preceding resolutions, John R. 
Bartlett, Committee of the Providence Franklin Society, John H. Sti- 
ness, Committee of the Franklin Lyceum, William T. Nicholson, Com- 
mittee of the Mechanics Association, Henry Staples, Committee of the 
Rhode Island Society for the Encouragement of Domestic Industry, 
and William F. Channing, Committee of the Horticultural Society, met 
and prepared a draft for an Act of Incorporation, which, on applica- 
tion to the General Assembly, at its January session, 187 1, was granted 
as follows " : — 

''STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLAN- 
TATIONS. 



IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, JANUARY SESSION, A. D. 1871. 



An Act to Incorporate the Board of Trustees of the Free 
Library, Art Gallery, and Museum, in the City of Prov- 
idence : — 

// is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : — 

Section i. The Mayor of the City of Providence, ex-officiOy and 
such others as shall each contribute a sum of money not less than ten 
thousand dollars for the purposes hereinafter specified, together with 
those who shall be associated with them, according to the provisions of 
this act, are hereby constituted, created, and made a body politic and 
corporate, under the name of the Board of Trustees of the Free Library, 
Art Gallery, and Museum, and as such, shall be entitled to all the priv- 
ileges and subject to all the liabilities set forth in Chapter 125 of the 
Revised Statutes, and the acts in amendment thereof, or in addition 
thereto; provided, however, that said Board of Trustees shall not 
exceed twenty-five in number ; and if there shall not be twenty-five Trus*^ 
tees, as aforesaid, the remainder, to make the full number of twenty-five, 
shall be elected by the other contributors, at such time as the other 
Trustees shall name. After their organization, said Board of Trustees 
shall fill all vacancies occurring in their number. They may also make 
such by-laws for the regulation of the time, place, and conduct of their 
meetings, as they may deem proper. They may also elect such officers, 
as they may deem necessary for the proper performance of the duties 
of said Board, and may require of their Treasurer, a bond with sureties,^ 
in such manner as their by-laws may provide. 
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Sec. 2. The object of this Corporation shall be to erect and main- 
tain, in the city of Providence, a building suitable for, and to provide 
the same with, a Free Library, Art Gallery, Museum of Natural His- 
tory, and collections and apparatus of the various departments of lit- 
erature, art, agriculture, and science ; also to promote the diffusion of 
useful knowledge, in all such departments. And to this end, said building 
shall be planned and erected to accommodate, so far as possible, both in 
respect to library and society requirements, and a hall for public lectures, 
the following societies, viz. : the Providence Franklin Society ; the Rhode 
Island Society for the Encouragement of Domestic Industry ; the Franklin 
Lyceum ; the Providence Association of Mechanics and Manufacturers ; 
the Rhode Island Horticultural Society, and such other literary or scien- 
tific societies, as said Trustees may admit into said building. 

Sec. 3. Said Corporation is hereby authorized to take and receive 
by gift, grant, bequest, devise, or otherwise, real and personal estate, to 
an amount not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, and to hold, 
invest, reinvest, manage and control the same, in trust, for the purposes 
specified in this act ; and with the same, or the proceeds thereof, to pro- 
cure a suitable lot and thereon erect and maintain the proposed build- 
ing. Said Board of Trustees may lease to the above named societies, 
and to such others as they may deem expedient, suitable apartments for 
their accommodation in said building, upon .such terms as may be 
agreed upon ; and the rent received thereby shall be appropriated to 
the purchase of books for the Free Library, as hereinafter provided. 
They may also make appropriations from the income of their property, 
or from any funds in their hands, for the purpose of carrying out the 
objects of the Corporation, in such manner as the Board of Directors 
may recommend. 

Sec. 4. The entire management and direction of the affairs of said 
Corporation, except the control and appropriation of its property, as 
above provided, shall be entrusted to a Board of Directors ; three of 
whom shall be appointed by said Board of Trustees ; three by the City 
Council of the City of Providence, if said city shall contribute either 
land or money to said Board of Trustees, and one by each society 
which shall be admitted by said Board of Trustees to apartments in said 
building. Said Board of Directors shall hold their offices for one year, 
from the time of the regular annual election, and until others are elected 
in their places. They shall have the expenditure of all sums appropriated 
by the Board of Trustees, for the purposes hereinbefore set forth ; they 
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shall make all needful rules for the regulation of the Library, Art Gallery, 
Museum, etc. ; they shall make all purchases of books, apparatus, etc., 
for the same ; appoint and employ such officers and assistants as may be . 
needed, and do all such other things as may be requisite to the success- 
ful discharge of their duties ; provided, however, that they shall have 
no control over any of the societies connected with said Corporation, 
beyond the stipulations which shall be made in the lease to such society. 
Said Board of Directors shall make report to the Board of Trustees, of 
all their receipts and expenditures, at the times required by the by-laws 
of said Board of Trustees. They may also make such by-laws, not in- 
consistent with this act, as they may deem proper. 

Sec. 5. There may be a temporary organization of said Board of 
Trustees, as soon as three persons, besides the member ex-officio^ shall 
become eligible as above provided. 

Sec. 6. The building committee of the proposed building, shall 
consist of such persons as the Board of Trustees may appoint, together 
with one person from each of the above named societies. Said com- 
mittee shall arrange and procure the plans, and have the charge of the 
erection of the building, subject, however, in all their acts, to the 
approval of said Board of Trustees. 

Sec. 7. No society herein named, shall be entitled to the privileges 
provided for in this Act, unless it shall appoint a committee to solicit 
funds for the proposed building." 

" In accordance with the final resolution in the report of the Joint 
Committee, the following gentlemen were appointed committees from 
their respective societies : 

Joseph A. Barker, 
Henry J. Steere, 
Edwin M. Stone, 
Samuel Austin, 
Joseph P. Balch, 
John Gorham, 
W. O. Brown, 
h. h. burrington, 
Benjamin W. Ham, 
Chas. a. Nichols, 
Arthur F. Dexter, 
Gilbert H. Hagan, 



Committee for the 
Providence Franklin Society. 



Rhode Island Horticultural 
Society. 
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Nelson W. Aldrich, 
Henry J. Spooner, 
Charles W. Lippitt, 
Jonathan L. Spencer, 
S. H. Wales, 
Zachariah Allen, 
Amos C. Barstow, 
Chas. E. Carpenter, 
Albert Briggs, 
Samuel W. Brown, 
Wm. T. Nicholson, 
His Excellency 
Governor Padelford, 
J. Lippitt Snow, 
Reuben A. Guild, 
Royal C. Taft, 
Henry Staples, 
Clifton A. Hall, 



Franklin Lyceum, 



Providence Association of 
Mechanics and Manufacturers, 



Rhode Island Society for the 

Encouragement of Domestic 

Industry, ^^ 



If the societies had joined under this charter, the combination 
would have been a sort of polytechnic institute. Agriculture and 
art, natural science and rhetoric, mechanical industries and horti- 
culture would have been represented. But, awaiting better times 
for contributions, and the possible use of the old City Hall on 
Market Square, when the new City Hall, then building, should be 
completed, subscriptions remained at little over 1^40,000, until 1874. 
In that year, with characteristic benevolence and prudence, and 
with a large faith in public spirit, Mr. Frank E. Richmond, himself 
and others of his family being among the largest contributors, pro- 
cured an organization of those who were eligible as trustees under 
the charter, and then proposed an amendment of the charter, to 
provide simply for a public library. 

The amendment was passed by the General Assembly at the 
the January session, 1875. 

The change displeased a few subscribers, who favored other 
features of the scheme, but the wisdom of the change has been 
-amply shown by its result. The history of the Library, from this 
time on, is given in the address of the president. 
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The Library is indebted to Dr. Welcome O. Brown as its origi- 
nal promoter ; to Mr. Joseph A. Barker, as the first subscriber to 
encourage the hope of success ; to Mr. Frank E. Richmond, as its 
actual organizer; afterwards to Messrs. Moses B. Lockwood, 
Henry L. Kendall, John Wilson Smith and others, for the large 
gifts which have sustained it ; and now to Mr. John Nicholas Brown, 
for its permanent home. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING. 



The building now completed has been in progress for some 
time past. The building committee was organized (though under 
another name) in 1892, In the same year the first purchases of 
land were made, A competition for presenting plans, arranged by 
Professor William R. Ware, took place in 1894. Additional land 
was bought in 1895. Ground was first broken in 1896. Since 
then the scope of the plans has several times been greatly modified 
and expanded by the successive gifts of Mr. John Nicholas Brown^ 
in 1897, 1898 and 1900. The final result fully justifies the long^ 
and sometimes tedious delays which have been experienced. 

The lot on which the building stands is nearly square, the 
longest side being 201 feet in length. It is most favorably situ- 
ated, having streets on three sides — Washington, Greene, and 
Fountain Streets — while the fourth side, adjoining another lot, 
fortunately is towards the downward slope of the hill, so that the 
windows of the library easily look over the tops of the nearest 
houses in this direction. The building itself, consisting of the main 
building (139x58 feet), and the stack building, at right angles to 
it (108 X 33 feet), covers an area of more than 1 1,600 square feet. 
From the front line of the porch on Washington Street to the rear ^ 
line of the stack on Fountain Street is exactly 190 feet. 

Both in its exterior and interior details the building is a very 
pure example of the Italian Renaissance style, and is constructed 
of Roman brick of a particularly soft, gray color, giving admirable 
effects in light and shade. The Boiler House, standing in the rear, 
is built of the same material, and so is also its strikingly beautiful 
chimney. This chimney is 82 feet in height, and is a shaft of 



^ Condensed from an article by W. E. Foster, in the Library Journal, May, 1900, v. 25, p. 228-32, by 
the courtesy of the Library Journal. 
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graceful lines, on which the eye rests with pleasure. A view of 
the building which confines itself to the main facade is perhaps 
likely to emphasize unduly the resemblances to the Boston Public 
Library, both buildings reproducing the same general architectural 
type. But a view of the Providence library building on the other 
two streets will show how very different its scheme of arrangement 
is. Yet even the facades of these two buildings show some strik- 
ing differences. In the case of the Providence library, the ground 
falls rapidly away, and the approach is from two directions, by 
curved stone staircases of massive granite construction. This 
massiveness of treatment is continued in the heavy stone balustrade 
which is carried entirely around the three street lines to the rear 
of the stack building. 

The stack building (the central one of three to be erected at 
some time in the future) contains the six-story stack as well as the 
four study-rooms placed at the Fountain Street end, in direct prox- 
imity to the books. Yet not all of what appears from the outside 
to be a part of the stack is in reality stack space, for the delivery- 
room (the largest^ room in the building, 74x48) projects into the 
stack building as a mortise projects into a tenon. Two important 
desiderata are thereby secured. First, the delivery counter is 
placed in an ideally favorable position, with stack above and stack 
below, as well as stack beyond, approximating as nearly as the con- 
ditions will allow to a location at the centre of a sphere. Second, 
the amount of space available for public uses on the ground floor 
is greatly increased without the necessity of resorting to lighting 
by a dome. It would have been a disappointment if either one of 
the following points in the building had been so placed as to require 
climbing a flight of stairs — namely, the delivery counter, the pub- 
lic catalogue, the information desk, the registration desk, or either of 
the two principal reading-rooms. As it is, there is an area of more 
than 7,800 square feet in the three principal rooms of this floor, 
which, but for the device already mentioned, would have been 
about 2,000 square feet less. It is natural to inquire where in this 
building is the room corresponding to Bates Hall in the Boston 
Public Library. The answer is that, instead of planning for one 
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long room, necessarily up one flight, there are two rooms, each on 
the ground floor, and differentiated from each other — one being 
general and the other special. The former, entitled the Periodical 
Room, is for the more desultory reading of the periodicals and 
books ; is supplied with small tables, with no provision for writing ; 
and with electric fixtures for general lighting only. The latter, 
entitled the Reference Room, is for the more extended or more schol- 
arly use of the books ; is surrounded with open shelves containing 
several thousand reference books (dictionaries, cyclopaedias, etc.) ; 
is furnished with continuous tables or desks with individual spaces, 
where a student may use pen and ink and consult a considerable 
number of books at one time, and is supplied with individual light- 
ing in place of the ** general lighting" of the Periodical Room. 
Opening out of the Reference Room is the Map Room, fitted up for 
the reception and use of atlases, maps, gazetteers, guide-books, etc. 

The general scheme of the second story is rendered a simple 
one by the intersecting corridors, which divide it naturally into 
four sections, or groups. The rear comer to the left comprises a 
series of four interconnecting rooms for the administrative offices 
(including the Librarian's Office, the Auditor's Room, the Record 
Room, and the Trustees' Room). The front corner to the left 
comprises the Children's Reading Room, and, opening from it, the 
Class Room. The front corner to the right is occupied by the 
Lecture Room ; and the rear comer to the right by the Standard 
Library and Special Reading Room. Opening also from this same 
level is the Barnard Club Library, or educational study-room. The 
names of these rooms will, in general, serve to indicate their uses, 
except perhaps in the case of the Standard Library, a full descrip- 
tion of which appeared in the Monthly Bulletin of the library, for 
October, 1898. 

The third story is a ** special library" floor, pure and simple. 
It contains the library's collections of works on art, and on music 
(as well as the collection of musical scores for circulation) ; also 
several invaluable historical collections, the patent collection, and 
the Industrial Library and Reading Room The last named room 
is fitted up with a draughting table and other appliances, so that 
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the student who finds there any desired drawing or sketch can 
make a copy of it to take away. In few libraries, moreover, has so 
great a degree of elasticity been secured, as in this, so far as 
regards the uses to be made of its facilities. Thus there are 14 
different study or class rooms, of various sizes and furnishings, 
inside the building, so that it may confidently be expected that 
somewhere at least within the walls of the building every reader or 
student will find his wants fully met. 

This library structure certainly is a most interesting one, in its 
constant study to attain the maximum of effectiveness and con- 
venience. It is preeminently a library for use. 

The electrical installation was a feature of no little difficulty. 
The building is wired for only a little less than 1,000 lights, and 
is supplied with separate motors for four ventilating fans and six 
lifts. There is also an internal telephone system with 17 stations, 
connecting the various desks. The steel stack selected for the 
building was that of the Fenton Company at Jamestown, N. Y. 
(now known as the Art Metal Construction Company), and it has 
proved entirely satisfactory, in respect to mechanical construction, 
finish, convenience, and protection from dust, and from fire. 

The Providence Public Library building represents in a very 
interesting way the manner in which the work of a library like this 
appeals to the interest of a donor. The total amount received in 
gifts from Mr. John Nicholas Brown is nearly $270,000, but this 
has been received in three successive gifts. Mr. Brown, without 
whose generous aid all the efforts of the library towards its new 
building would have been unavailing, had the satisfaction of know- 
ing that he has added to the pleasure and instruction of a wider cir- 
cle of his fellow-citizens than would have been possible in any other 
way ; and his too early death has left his name as an abiding mem- 
ory in all their hearts. 



At a meeting of the Board of Trustees, May 13, 1892, it was 
voted that a committee be appointed by the chair, on " the selec- 
tion of a site.'* The President appointed the following : Alfred 
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M. Williams, Nicholas Sheldon, and Newton D. Arnold. This 
committee organized by electing Mr. Williams chairman, and it 
continued to serve, not only as committee for the selection of a 
site, but also as a committee on plans, until they were elected a 
"Building Committee,*' at a meeting of the Board, March 13, 1896. 
Mr. Williams, who had left the country on account of his health, 
died at the island of St. Kitt's, in the West Indies, on the 9th of 
March, 1896, shortly before his appointment as a member of the 
Building Committee. The vacancy in the committee caused by 
Mr. Williams's death was filled by the election of Mr. Cornelius S. 
Sweetland, at the next annual meeting, Feb. 12, 1897 ; and Mr. 
Sheldon was chosen chairman of the committee. On the i6th of 
May, 1893, Mr. William E. Foster, the Librarian, was elected 
secretary of the committee, serving until the adoption of the final 
plans, after which Mr. Alfred Stone, the Architect, served as Sec- 
retary, 

Mr. Alpheus C. Morse, of Providence, was appointed by the 
committee as Consulting Architect, and served in that capacity until 
his decease on the 25 th of November, 1893, after which Professor 
William R. Ware, of Columbia University, was appointed in his 
place, and assisted the committee in the selection of the architects. 

In November, 1894, Stone, Carpenter & Willson, of Provi- 
dence, were chosen architects of the building, as a result of a com- 
petition confined to the architects of the city, and served until the 
completion and occupation of the building in 1900, the plans hav- 
ing been several times modified in the mean time. 

In 1896, the contract for the building was awarded to the John 
W. Bishop Co., of Providence, the first ground being broken, Aug. 
3, 1896. During the greater part of the period of construction, 
Mr. Henry N. Bodwell served very efficiently as Clerk-of -the- Works. 

From the nature of the building, the stack construction was a 
matter of prime importance, the metal core of the 6-story stack 
being so planned as to fill the interior of the masonry walls of the 
stack building. The contract for this, and the large basement stack 
under the Delivery Room, was awarded in 1896, to the Fenton 
Metallic Manufacturing Company, of Jamestown, N. Y,, the name 
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of this firm having since been changed to The Art Metal Construc- 
tion Company. Besides the stack construction, this firm also 
supplied the book-supports used in the stack. 

At an early stage, expert advice was secured in two important 
fields, by engaging Lewis & Claflin, of Providence, as electrical 
engineers, and the S. Homer Woodbridge Company, of Boston, as^ 
heating engineers. The personal attention given to the building, 
by Professor Woodbridge, and Mr. G. E. Claflin, respectively, has 
been invaluable. 

In the planning and construction of the building, the Building 
Committee has employed the firms and individuals mentioned 
below. The faithful and conscientious service rendered in a strik- 
ingly large number of these instances, as well as the individual and 
personal interest taken in the work, have been worthy of special 
record. 

Stone, Carpenter & Willson, Providence. Architects. 

H. N. Bodwell, Providence. Clerk-of-the-works. 

J. W. Bishop Co., Providence. General contractors and builders. 

Fenton Metallic Manufacturing Co., (now the Art Metal Construc- 
tion Co.), Jamestown, N. Y. Stack construction. Steel 
lockers in dressing-rooms. 

S. Homer Woodbridge Company, Boston. Consulting heating 
engineers. 

Lewis & Claflin, Providence. Consulting electrical engineers. 

Lord Electric Co., Boston. Electrical work. 

W. S. Hill Electric Co., New Bedford, Mass. Electric switch- 
board. 

Huey Brothers, Boston. Heating contractors. 

Providence Ornamental Iron Works, (Now known as The KoUen 
Co.), Providence. Iron gates at Fountain Street entrance. 

W. A. Murtfeldt Co., Boston. Sidewalks. 

Hoopes Bros. & Thomas, Chester, Pa. Trees. 

R. I. Wire Works, Providence. Tree-boxes. 

John A. Nisbet, Providence. Grading and planting grounds. 

Pope Manufacturing Co., Providence. Bicycle holders. 
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Cunningham Iron Works, Boston. Boilers. 

Manville Covering Co., Providence. Pipe covering. 

B. F. Sturtevant Co., Boston. Ventilating fans and heating coils, 

P. & J. Tierney, Providence. Plumbing. 

Clason Architectural Metal Works, Providence. Copper work. 

Tuttle & Bailey Mfg. Co., New York. Radiator grilles, 

Monson, Maine, Slate Co., Monson, Maine. Slate. 

American Mason Safety Co., Boston. Stair-treads. 

Lamson Consolidated Store Service Co., Lowell, Mass, Hand 
book lift. 

Electron Manufacturing Co., Springfield, Mass. Electric truck 
and book lifts. 

Whittier Machine Co., Boston. Elevator guide-posts. 

Standard Electric Tim^ Co., Waterbury, Ct. Clocks. 

Plummer, Ham, & Richardson, Worcester, Mass. Interior tele- 
phones. 

John R. Shirley & Sons, Providence. Lighting fixtures. Bras* 
picture-rods. 

R. Hollings, Boston. Lighting fixtures. 

Shreve, Crump & Low, Boston. Lighting fixtures. 

Bradley & Hubbard Mfg. Co., Meriden, Ct. Lighting fixtures. 

David Burton, Providence. Gas piping, 

J. C. Conroy & Co., Providence. Foot-rests. 

Mycenian Marble Co., New York. Scagliola. 

Boston Fibrous Plaster Co., Boston. Ornamental plaster work. 

Lewis F. Perry & Whitney Co., Boston. Interior decoration. 

Porcelain Paint Co., Philadelphia. Enamel painting. 

Heffernan, Rogers & Kempt on. Providence. Painting signs and 
lettering. 

Charles E. Hall & Co., Boston. Marble stairway, etc. 

Bowker, Torrey & Co., Boston. Marble mantel. Trustees* Room. 

Household Sewing Machine Co., Providence. Interior cabinet- 
work and furniture. 

Mellish & Byfield Co., Boston, Chairs and stools. 

Henry F. Jenks, Pawtucket, R. I. Stools for draughting-table. 

Derby Desk Co., Boston. Roll-top desks. 
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Library Bureau, Boston. Card-catalogue cases, label-holders, and 

revolving *book-cases. 
Washburn Shops, Worcester Polytechnic School, Worcester, Mass. 

Adjustable book-stand. 
Amberg File & Index Co., New York. Amberg files. 
Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y. Shannon files. 
Akerman Co., Providence. Pamphlet-cases. 
C. W. Jencks & Brother, Providence. Pamphlet -cases. 
Scott A. Smith, Providence. Adjustable shelf -supports for wooden 

shelves. 
Star Brass Mfg. Co., Boston. Picture-rods. 
Preston & Rounds Co., Providence. Picture-hooks. 
Barker, Chadsey & Co., Providence. Hardware for doors. 
Dennison Mfg. Co., Boston. Coat check system. 
Ballou, Johnson & Nichols, Providence. Waste baskets. 
American Stave and Cooperage Co., Boston. Rubbish-barrel. 
Morgan Envelope Co., Springfield, Mass. Toilet-racks. 
Oliver Type-writer Co., Chicago. Type-writer. 
National India Rubber Co., Bristol, R. I. Door-mats. 
George Humphrey, Providence. Water-cooler, etc. 
L. F, Pease & Co., Providence. Awnings. 
Anthony & Cowell Co., Providence. Tables. 
Callender, McAuslan & Troup Co., Providence. Window shades, 

draperies, corticene, etc. 
R. H. Tingley, Providence, Surveyor. 
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DIRECTORY OF ROOMS AND OFHCES- 



MAIN OR GROUND FLOOR ARRANGEMENT. 

(ENTRANCE FROM WASHINGTON STREET.) 

1. Delivery Room (containing Delivery Counter, Card Cata- 
logue, Information Desk, and Registration Desk). 

2. Periodical Room (at right on entering Delivery Room). 

3. Reference Room (at left on entering Delivery Room). 

4. Map Room, opening from East corner of Reference Room. 

All the above are open until g P. M. 

SECOND FLOOR ARRANGEMENT. 

1. Suite of offices, rear corner to the left, including Librari- 
an's Office, Auditor's Room, Record Room, and Trustees' Room. 
Closes at 6 P, M. 

2. Children's Library, front corner to the left, including Chil- 
dren's Reading Room and Class Room. Open until g P, M. 

3. Lecture Room, (with picture exhibits), front comer to the 
right. Open until 9 P. M. 

4. Special Reading Room and Standard Library, rear corner 
to the right. Closes at 6 P, M. 

5. Educational Study Room (Barnard Club Library) in room 
next beyond Third Story staircase. Closes at 6 P, M, 




PLANS: PROVIDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
Stone, Carpenter 6c Willson, Architects. 
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THIRD FLOOR ARRANGEMENT. 

1. Art Library, (containing also Music and special collec- 
tions), at left, near head of stairs. Open until g P, M, 

2. Industrial Library, at right, near head of stairs. Open 
until g P. M. 

3. Library of Rhode Island Medical Society. (Private.) 
Opposite head of stairs. Open from 2 to 6 P. M.y except Sundays 
a7id Holidays. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES, 

From 1874 to 1899, entered in chronological order 



[The asterisk (*) indicates termination of service by death.] 



Service began. 

Alexander Duncan/ (represent- 
ed by George A. Leete Nov. 13, 1874" 

William S. Slater" Do. 

Mrs. Anna Richmond,* (repre- 
sented by Frank E. Richmond) " " 

Joseph A. Barker " 

Frank E. Richmond * April 15, 1875 

George A. Leete ' May 28, 1875 

Alexander Farnum ' Do. 

Zachariah Allen " 

William Binney June 26, 1875 

Amos C. Barstow Dec. 4, 1875 

William T. Nicholson" May 19, 1877 

Edward I. Nickerson'" Jan. 24, 1878 

Charles W. Parsons March 14, 1882 

John H. Stiness Do. 

David H. Greer June 13, 1882 



Service ended. 

May 28, 1875 
May 28, 1882* 

April 15, 1875 
Oct. 14, 1892* 
March 9, 1892 
April 12, 1884* 
May II, 1884* 
March 17,^1882* 
March 14, 1883 
May 19, 1877 
Oct. 17, 1893* 

Feb. 10, 1888 

Nov. 9, 1888 



^ Succeeded by George A. Leete, May 28, 1875. 

* These first four names constituted the original board, as named in the charter of 1874. 

* Mr. Slater served as the ist President, 1874-82. 

* Succeeded by Frank E. Richmond, April 15, 1875. 

■ Mr. Richmond served as the ist Secretary, 1874-84. 

* " " " " " 3d President, 1884-92. 
' Mr. Leete served as the 2d President, 1882-84. 

* Mr. Farnum served as the 1st Treasurer, 1876-84. 

^ Mr. Nicholson served as the 2d Treasurer, 1884-91. 
*<* Mr. Nickerson served as the 2d Secretary, 1884 to date. 
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Service began. 

John L. Lincoln Sept. 1 1, 1883 

Benjamin F. Thurston Do. 

Nicholas Sheldon March 11, 1884 

Rowland Hazard May 20, 1884 

George F. Leete July i, 1884 

Thomas Durfee ' Feb. 10, 1888 

Alfred M. Williams May 11, 1888 

Cornelius S. Sweetland Feb. 8, 1889 

Charles A. L. Richards May 9, 1890 

Newton D. Arnold Do. 

Samuel H. Tingley ' Feb. 13, 1891 

William B. Weeden Feb. 10. 1893 

Gardiner C. Sims Do. 

Robert H. I. Goddard 

Arnold Green Feb. 9, 1894 

Daniel L. D. Granger Do. 

Henry B. Gardner 

George W. R. Matteson Nov. 9, 1900 



Service ended. 

Feb. 14, 1890 
March 13, 1890* 

Nov. II, 1887 



March 9, 1896* 



April 19, 1895 
Feb. 9, 1900 



Mayors of the City of Providence who have served as members of 
the board, ex-officio : 

Service began. Service ended. 

Thomas A. Doyle 1874 Jan., 188 1 

William S. Hayward Jan., 1881 Jan., 1884 

Thomas A. Doyle' Jan., 1884 June 9, 1886* 

Gilbert F. Robbins Jan., 1887 * Jan., 1889 

Henry R. Barker Jan., 1889 Jan., 1891 

Charles Sydney Smith Jan., 1891 Jan., 1892 

William K. Potter Jan., 1892 Jan., 1894 

Frank F. Olney Jan., 1894 Jan., 1896 

Edwin D. McGuinness Jan., 1896 Jan., 1898 

William C. Baker Jan., 1898 Jan., 1901 

Daniel L. D. Granger Jan., 1901 

^ Elected 4th President, May 13, 1892. 
" Elected 3d Treasurer, Feb. 13, 1891. 
' For another term. 

* Mr. Robbins also served as Acting Mayor, after the death of Mayor Doyle, from June 9, 1886, to 
January, 1887. 
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